
An up-to-date report on the changing dynamics of  
industrial blow molding and prospects for future growth

Challenged by sliding volumes in the automotive sector and rampant industry concentration, industrial blow 
molders have been forced to face change and seek new opportunities – including those in packaging.  While 
industry volume growth has remained flat at 3 percent annually from 2000-2005, new prospects are spurring 
optimism for the years ahead.

	� This telling new study, Industrial Blow Molding: Changing Industry Structure & Growth 
Dynamics, captures the many challenges and opportunities facing this diverse industry 
segment.  Researched and written by economist Peter Mooney and Plastics Custom 
Research Services, the report provides a timely and cogent update to Mooney’s 2001 
analysis that accurately predicted an industry entering a difficult period.  

	� Today, that market still faces challenges from legislative mandates, shifting resin costs, 
inter-process competition, imports, and a struggling automotive market, all expertly 
detailed by Mooney with supporting charts and forecast validation.  New market 
opportunities in non-automotive applications and new investments in machinery and 
automation could spur future growth.

	
This up-to-the-minute report provides the most current industry statistics in chart and table format to help 
readers be aware of and ahead of coming trends in industrial blow molding.

• �In-depth profiles of 86 North American industrial blow molders, many based on survey information 
furnished by the companies

• �Statistical data on the top 100 North American industrial blow molders that includes sales, number of plants, 
machinery, and employees

• �Overall size of the industrial blow molding business in North America and historical growth rates  
through 2005

• The value of outputs for industrial blow molders through 2005
• Average unit value of major industrial blow molding markets
• Analysis of industry market concentration and the rate of consolidation
• Geographic distribution of industrial blow molding plants in North America
• Major markets for industrial blow moldings and an analysis of growth prospects for each

INDUSTRIAL BLOW MOLDING: 
                                       �Changing Industry Structure And Growth Dynamics

Expectations of Growth Among the 
Industrial Blow Molders, 2006

�This comprehensive, 168-page report 
provides both analysis and forecasts of 
pressing issues facing industrial blow 
molders through the end of the decade.
• �How consolidation has shifted a major share of 

North American business to the top five players
• �Federal and state fuel regulations and their 

continued market influence
• �Inter-process competition from rotomolding and 

injection molding
• �Industry globalization and the need to remain 

competitive
• �The drop in unit value for industrial blow 

molded output
• �Pricing trends for commodity and engineered 

resins 
• �Technological changes in equipment, molds, and 

automation
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growth 
57%



Table of Contents
I.  INTRODUCTION
	� Classifying Industrial Blow Molded Products
	� Background, Scope and Methodology of the 

  Research Program
	 The PCRS Survey Questionnaire           

Executive Summary

PART I: DOMESTIC AND GLOBAL MACROECONOMIC 
FACTORS INFLUENCING THE NORTH AMERICAN 
INDUSTRIAL BLOW MOLDING BUSINESS
	 The U.S. Economy
	 The Canadian Economy
	 The Mexican Economy
	 Current and Likely Future Resin Pricing
	 Competition from China
	 Competition from Other Foreign Sources

PART II:  THE SIZE OF THE INDUSTRIAL BLOW 
MOLDING BUSINESS
	� The Growth of Industrial Blow Molded Output  

  Value, 2000-2005
	� The Distribution of Value Growth among the  

  Industrial Blow Molders, 2000-2005
	� The Trend of Average Unit Value of Industrial  

  Blow Molded Output, 2000-2005
	� The Growth of Industrial Blow Molded Output  

  Volume, 2000-2005
 	� Expectations of Future Growth among the  

  Industrial Blow Molders

PART III:  THE CHANGING INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE 
INDUSTRIAL BLOW MOLDING BUSINESS 
	� Corporate Consolidation and the Level of  

  Industry Concentration
	� Recent Entrants into and Exits from the  

  Industrial Blow Molding Business
	� Process Diversification among the Industrial  

  Blow Molders
	� The Geographical Distribution of Industrial Blow  

  Molding Plants
	� The Industrial Blow Molding Production 

Function: Trends in Capital- and Labor-Intensity

PART IV:  MAJOR MARKETS FOR INDUSTRIAL BLOW 
MOLDERS
	� An Overview of Markets Served by the 

  Industrial Blow Molders
	 Agricultural Equipment
	 Automotive Products
		  Ducting and Under-the-hood Reservoirs
		  Fuel Tanks
			�   Material Decision-making in 

Automotive Fuel Tanks: Plastic  
  vs. Metal

			�   The Economics of Plastic vs. Metal  
  Automotive Fuel Tanks

			�   Global Market Shares of Plastic  
  Automotive Fuel Tanks

			�   The Automotive Fuel Tank Make/Buy  
  Decision

			 

�Plastics Processing Methods in Scope  
  for Automotive Fuel Tanks
			        �The Blow Molding Option
			        The Injection Molding Option
			        The Rotomolding Option
			        �The Twin-sheet Thermoforming 

  Option
			�   Federal Regulations Influencing  

  Automotive Fuel Tank Design
			�   State Regulations Influencing  

  Automotive Fuel Tank Design
			�   The Shift to Alternative Fuel Systems
			�   Leading Blow Molders of Automotive  

  Fuel Tanks and their Technologies to 
   Limit Gas Vapor Emissions  

		  Instrument Panels
		  Spoilers
	 Carrying Cases
	 Coolers
	 Electronic Equipment
	 Fuel Containers
	 Industrial Packaging
	 Lawn and Garden Equipment
	 Non-automotive Fuel Tanks
	 Toys
	� The Size of the Industrial Blow Molding  

  Business, by Major Market, 2005-2010

PART V:  THE INDUSTRIAL BLOW MOLDERS’  
  SUPPLY BASE
	� The Menu of Plastic Materials Utilized in  

  Industrial Blow Molding
		  Commodity Resins
		  Engineering Resins/Alloys/Blends
		�  The Distribution of Plastic Materials,  

  2000-2005
	 The Machinery for Industrial Blow Molding
	� Technological Change in Industrial Blow Molding  

  Machinery
			   Sequential or 3D Blow Molding
			   Parison Wall Distribution System
		�  Leading Manufacturers of Industrial Blow  

  Molding Machines
		�  The Recent Trend of Sales of Industrial 

  Blow Molding Machines 
	 The Molds for Industrial Blow Molding
		�  Technological Change in Industrial Blow 

  Molds
		�  Leading Manufacturers of Industrial Blow  

  Molds

PART VI: PROFILES OF SELECTED INDUSTRIAL BLOW 
MOLDERS (85 companies in total)		

APPENDIX:  A DIRECTORY OF NORTH AMERICAN 
INDUSTRIAL BLOW MOLDERS
	

PACKAGINGby the numbers
Abbreviated Table of Contents

I. Packaging Industry Overview
 • Global Packaging Industry Value
 • Global Packaging Market by End-use 
 • Top 10 Global and U.S. Retailers

II. Food Packaging
 • Food Packaging by Rigid Formats
 • Food Packaging by Material
 • Projections for Food Packaging in Various 

Industry Segments and Categories
 • Growth of Microwave Packaging and 

Case-Ready Meats

III. Beverage Packaging
 • Beverage Packaging Mix by Materials and Formats
 • Beverage Container Demand by Material
 • Market Forecasts for Various Industry Segments 

and Categories
 • Projection for Unit Volume Growth of 

Aseptic vs. Hot-Filled Beverages

IV. General Statistics for Food/Beverage Packaging
 • Consumption of Plastics for Blow Molded Food & 

Beverage Packaging
 • Growth of X-ray Inspection Systems
 • Value of Thermoformed Packaging for Food & Beverages

*Packaging By The Numbers 2.0: 

Food & Beverage Packaging

includes more than 60 chart, 

graphs, & tables

YES! E-mail my PDF copy of Packaging by the 
Numbers as soon as you receive Payment!

FIVE WAYS TO ORDER

Online - www.packstrat.com, Click on Studies
E-mail - orders @packstrat.com

Fax - complete order form, 610/436-6277

Mail - Send completed form to:
Packing Strategies

PAYMENT INFORMATION

❑ PDF of Packaging by the Numbers ............. $295.00

❑ Charge My Credit Card
❑ VISA
❑ Mastercard
❑ American Express

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Call - 610/436-4220, ext. 8511

600 Willowbrook Lane, Ste. 610
West Chester, PA 19382

Card Number

Expiration Date

Name on Card

Signature

Name

Title

Company

Address

City/State/Province

Zip/Postal Code

Telephone with Area Code

Fax with Area Code

E-mail Address

Country

YES! Send my copy of Industrial Blow Molding: Changing Industry Structure And 
Growth Dynamics as soon as you receive Payment!

PACKAGINGby the numbers
Abbreviated Table of Contents

I. Packaging Industry Overview
 • Global Packaging Industry Value
 • Global Packaging Market by End-use 
 • Top 10 Global and U.S. Retailers

II. Food Packaging
 • Food Packaging by Rigid Formats
 • Food Packaging by Material
 • Projections for Food Packaging in Various 

Industry Segments and Categories
 • Growth of Microwave Packaging and 

Case-Ready Meats

III. Beverage Packaging
 • Beverage Packaging Mix by Materials and Formats
 • Beverage Container Demand by Material
 • Market Forecasts for Various Industry Segments 

and Categories
 • Projection for Unit Volume Growth of 

Aseptic vs. Hot-Filled Beverages

IV. General Statistics for Food/Beverage Packaging
 • Consumption of Plastics for Blow Molded Food & 

Beverage Packaging
 • Growth of X-ray Inspection Systems
 • Value of Thermoformed Packaging for Food & Beverages

*Packaging By The Numbers 2.0: 

Food & Beverage Packaging

includes more than 60 chart, 

graphs, & tables

YES! E-mail my PDF copy of Packaging by the 
Numbers as soon as you receive Payment!

FIVE WAYS TO ORDER

Online - www.packstrat.com, Click on Studies
E-mail - orders @packstrat.com

Fax - complete order form, 610/436-6277

Mail - Send completed form to:
Packing Strategies

PAYMENT INFORMATION

❑ PDF of Packaging by the Numbers ............. $295.00

❑ Charge My Credit Card
❑ VISA
❑ Mastercard
❑ American Express

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Call - 610/436-4220, ext. 8511

600 Willowbrook Lane, Ste. 610
West Chester, PA 19382

Card Number

Expiration Date

Name on Card

Signature

Name

Title

Company

Address

City/State/Province

Zip/Postal Code

Telephone with Area Code

Fax with Area Code

E-mail Address

Country

o Hard Copy   $1,950
o �Add shipping and handling  

($10 in the U.S.; $35 elsewhere per copy)

TOTAL____________________

o Charge My Credit Card
     o VISA     o Mastercard       o American Express

Total Pages: 170        Tables: 41        Figures: 12


